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Introduction to merSETA
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The merSETA, the Manufacturing, Engineering and Related Services Education and
Training Authority is one of the 21 SETAs established through the Skills Development
Act [no. 97 of 1998].

The merSETA’s Vision
Leaders in closing the skills gap.

Mission
To facilitate sustainable development of skills, transformation and accelerate growth in 

the manufacturing and related services sector.

Together the five sub-sectors comprise of approximately 40 000 companies, with a 
workforce of approximately 600 000.

Member companies in the merSETA are classified into chambers based on the nature 
of their business or their economic sub-sectors.







SKILLS REQUIRED IN SUPPORT OF THE SUCCESSFUL 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SIPS

TRADE SUPPORTED NUMBER OF LEARNERS TO ARTISAN 
STATUS

Millwright 200

Boilermaker 150

Welder 100

Rigger 50

Moulder 15

Pipe Fitter 20



PIVOTAL Skills List as 
Identified by Industry

Status to 

report 

DHET

OFO Title

Status to 

report DHET
OFO Title

Top 10

Production / Operations Manager (Manufacturing)

High priority

Diesel Mechanic

Metallurgical or Materials Technician Electrician

Automotive Parts Salesperson Panelbeaters

Air-conditioning and Refrigeration Mechanic Engineering Production Systems Worker

Vehicle Painter Component Fitter

Welder Electronic Engineering Technician

Pipe Fitter

Boilermaker Refrigeration Mechanic

Toolmaker Rigger

Metal Machinist Fitter and Turner

Automotive Motor Mechanic Appliance Mechanician



Results of Artisan Programmes 
over a five year period

2011-2012 2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016

Programmes leading to artisan
status Entered

8 799 9 065 9 602 9 768 13 502

Programme leading to artisan
status certificated

6 708 5 804 7 701 7 499 10 003
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PARTNERSHIP
PHASE 1 PHASE 2

Commencement of 
Partnership

Signed March 2014 Signed March 2015

Number of learners to
be placed

109learners trained on artisan 
learning programmes

Maximum of a 4 year contract

221 learners trained on artisan 
learning programmes

Maximum of a 4 year contract

Partnership 100% sponsored by National 
Department of Public works

Managed by merSETA to ensure 
quality of training to artisan 
status

National Department of Public 
Works funded 30% and merSETA 
funded  70% of learners

Managed by merSETA to ensure 
quality of training to artisan status



Trades 
Boilermakers Welder

Motor Mechanic
Diesel Mechanic
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Trades (2)
SPRAYPAINTER Automotive Body Builder

Auto Electrician
Electrician
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Status of Learner Registration

Number of Learners
Awarded

Number of learners
Registered

Rescission of Agreement

EPWP Partnership Phase 1 109 109 9

EPWP Partnership Phase 2 221 189 2
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DEMOGRAPHICS

Number of
Females

Number of
Males

Number of
Black learners

Number of
White learners

Finalising
Recruitment

EPWP Partnership Phase 1 52 57 104 5

EPWP Partnership Phase 2 54 135 181 8 30
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Number of Learners Per Region

Eastern Cape
Western

Cape
Kwa-Zulu

Natal
Free State /

Norther Cape
Gauteng

South

Gauteng
North / North

West

Mpumalanga
/ Limpopo

EPWP Partnership Phase 1 12 14 8 10 21 20 24

EPWP Partnership Phase 2 20 45 32 26 18 15 33

Total 32 59 40 36 39 35 57
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Summary

• Training of Expanded Public Works Regional staff on 
the processes and procedures on artisan 
development

• Introduction of EPWP and merSETA regional staff 
“The Implementation Team”

• Induction of all learners into the world of work by 
the employers,  merSETA and the EPWP in the 
regions

• Quarterly Technical Meetings 
• Quarterly monitoring of learners 



Summary (2)
• Phase 1 learners to undertake trade test 2017

• First diesel mechanic apprentice from Free State / Northern Cape 
passed trade test

• Full time employed as a diesel mechanic

• Undertaking second trade test as a motor mechanic in January 2017

• 13 of the learners from Genrec in Gauteng South undertook their 
trade test and 12 have passed the trade test and have been placed 
into employment.  The last learner will undertake her second 
attempt in January 2017.



Summary (3)

• Two learners in Mpumalanga have passed their 
trade test and have been placed in employment.

• Kwa-Zulu Natal learners will undertake their trade 
test in December 2016.

• The remainder of the learners will be tested 
during 2017.

• Successful implementation of Public/Private 
Partnership (EPWP with private companies i.e.:  
Volkswagen of South Africa, Genrec etc)



WAYFORWARD

• NSF approval for EPWP funding application
will look at 3rd phase of the partnership

– Certain % of funding to be ring fenced for People
with Disability

– Will take EPWP Course Priority List into
consideration when looking at Phase 3

• Close out of Phase 2 by the end of 2018

• Close out of Phase 1 by the end of 2017



THANK YOU

Sheryl Pretorius
Senior Manager Client Services

merSETA


